	[image: image1.jpg]Australian Government

Department of Defence




	

	DEFENCE MEDIA RELEASE



MSPA 164/09
Friday, 15 May 2009
NEW OPERATORS OF THE DEFENCE CHILD CARE PROGRAM 

B4Kids commences operation of the 21 Defence child care centres on 18 May 2009. 
The 21 Defence centres were deemed unviable by the ABC Learning Receiver, McGrathNicol in December 2008. 

In taking over the operation of these centres, B4Kids has had to make some difficult decisions to ensure the financial sustainability of these centres.

B4Kids has offered ongoing positions to 253 current centre staff members and to date 249 of these have accepted positions and will commence with B4Kids from 18 May 2009.

The future of each staff member was carefully considered by B4Kids in the context of current operational requirements. As a result 10 employees were not offered ongoing employment.

B4Kids has advised Defence that operational considerations require that although all staff have the same rate of pay some conditions will change. B4Kids has agreed to honour all accrued leave entitlements even though they are under no obligation to do so.

In order to assess the suitability of all staff members, it is understood that all ongoing staff employed by B4Kids will be governed by the standard qualifying period contained in the Workplace Relations Act 1996 (Cth) which applies to all Federal system employees when they commence employment with a new employer.

Defence is committed to ensuring continuity of access to high quality child care for ADF families.

Further Information: B4Kids at info@b4kids.com.au
Media contact: Defence Media Liaison: 02 6265 3343 or 0408 498 664
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