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BOMB-MAKING AND AMMUNITION CACHES DISCOVERED
Targeted patrolling during a combined Afghan National Army (ANA) and Australian Defence Force (ADF) operation has resulted in the discovery of more bomb-making equipment, weapons and munitions cached by Taliban insurgents in Oruzgan. 

The clearance operations conducted in the Mirabad region of Oruzgan province, resulted in the discovery by Afghan and Australian soldiers of two emplaced Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs), bomb-making equipment and boxes of ammunition and rocket propelled grenades.

The Commanding Officer of the Mentoring and Reconstruction Task Force (MRTF), Lieutenant Colonel Shane Gabriel said the cache finds and subsequent destruction will reduce the ability of Taliban insurgents to target civilians, Afghan National Security Forces and International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) personnel in Oruzgan province.

“With our Afghan partners, we are continuing the high tempo of patrols. This includes elements that are conducting operations to disrupt the IED, command and control networks of the insurgency.  

“The insurgents continue to use these improvised devices and indirect fire in their indiscriminate attacks on civilian and military targets. However, our role is progressively helping the Afghan National Army to build its capacity in order to deliver security to the local Afghan people.

“The ability for the Afghan people of the region to re-commence trade in the local market, to send their children to school, and to access medical facilities is happening now and is the best validation of our efforts,” Lieutenant Colonel Gabriel said.

The Operation called Zamarai Silawel (Tiger Sweep) commenced the day after ANZAC Day.

An indication of the success of Australian and Afghan patrolling and civil efforts was highlighted when two elderly Afghans approached a patrol during the operation requiring emergency first aid for life threatening heart conditions. 

“It’s not uncommon on patrols to encounter people like this, because they don’t have local access to those facilities, so they see a friendly face and someone with the right training,” Patrol Medic Corporal Charles Stevenson said.

“If they had stayed in their village untreated with the signs and symptoms they were presenting with, potentially they could have had a heart blockage and died.”
Lieutenant Colonel Gabriel said the intensive combined patrolling program will continue in order to disrupt and remove elements of the insurgency, including its command and control network.

“The Battle Group will continue to build on our successes to date, working side by side with our Afghan National Army partners to strengthen their capacity so that they can successfully secure their own province and ensure an enduring satisfactory level of security for the local people,” Lieutenant Colonel Gabriel said.

For operational security reasons Defence will not reveal the specific tactics, techniques and procedures employed for dealing with IEDs. The release of this information would put the safety of ADF and Coalition personnel at risk.
Media note: Still imagery will be available at http://www.defence.gov.au/media/download.
Vision will be fed through networks at Parliament House.
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