	[image: image1.jpg]Australian Government

Department of Defence




	

	DEFENCE MEDIA RELEASE



MSPA 143/09
Wednesday, 29 April 2009
DEFENCE AND AUSAID SIGN STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT

The Secretary of Defence, Nick Warner, and Chief of the Defence Force, Air Chief Marshal Angus Houston, have signed a Strategic Partnership Agreement with the Director General of AusAID, Bruce Davis, that provides a framework for closer cooperation between Defence and AusAID. 

This initiative advances the Government’s policies of promoting security and development, good governance and stability. 

It was developed in recognition of the shared strategic interests of Defence and AusAID and the imperative for closer whole-of-government cooperation in dealing with Australia’s diverse security challenges. 

The Strategic Partnership Agreement articulates the guiding principles, strategic goals, relative organisational strengths of Defence and AusAID, and coordination arrangements required for closer, effective cooperation on future activities.
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