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ADF REMEMBERS SERVICE TO NATION ON ANZAC DAY

On the 94th anniversary of Australia’s first significant military action, past and present members of the Australian Defence Force today paused to remember those who have contributed to all Australian military operations.

The Chief of the Defence Force, Air Chief Marshal Angus Houston, said ANZAC Day was a time to reflect on the contribution made by all our past and present service men and women who had displayed great courage, discipline and self-sacrifice in choosing a life of service to their country.

“On ANZAC Day, we remember not only the original ANZACS who died on 25 April 1915, but every one of our service men and women who have served and died in all wars, conflicts, peacekeeping, disaster relief and humanitarian assistance missions,” Air Chief Marshal Houston said.

Across all Australian military campaigns, more than 1.8 million Australians have enlisted into the Services to serve their country in times of need. Of these, more than 102,000 have died as a result of their service, more than 225,000 were wounded, and more than 34,000 were held as prisoners of war.
More than 3,000 Australian Defence Force members are currently deployed on operations, continuing the ANZAC spirit whilst serving Australia’s national interests at home and in many countries around the world.
“Our service men and women are doing an exceptional job contributing to the International Security Assistance Force mission in Afghanistan, contributing to various UN missions, and assisting and enhancing security and stability in our region,” Air Chief Marshal Houston said.

Most of our deployed service personnel are in Afghanistan, other areas of the Middle East, East Timor, Solomon Islands and on border protection duties in Australia’s maritime domain. Smaller numbers are deployed in Iraq, Egypt, Sudan and Darfur.
Air Chief Marshal Houston said the ANZAC spirit lived on in the hearts and minds of all Australians.

“Today we honour the courage and sacrifice of those who have contributed so much in shaping the identity of this proud nation,” Air Chief Marshal Houston said.

“ANZAC Day is also a time to acknowledge the vital role of all those who serve, or have served, on the home front, providing support and boosting the morale of their deployed loved ones,” Air Chief Marshal Houston said.

Media Note:

Information on ADF ANZAC Day activities and the history of ANZAC Day and military traditions is available at www.defence.gov.au/anzacday
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