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UPDATE TO ADF SUPPORT TO EXPLOSION ON FOREIGN VESSEL
A Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) C-17 with six burns patients arrived in Brisbane late this afternoon, completing the latest emergency support to the victims of an explosion in northern Australian waters on Thursday morning.

Defence’s efforts in the delivery of emergency care and treatment to the burns victims has drawn praise from health authorities.

The Surgeon General Australian Defence Force Major General Paul Alexander said; “Without exception, these senior health colleagues have indicated that the level of care provided by Defence health personnel during the initial resuscitation phase and subsequent phases of care has been of the highest standards and has significantly contributed to the positive outcomes obtained so far.”

Two RAAF C130 Hercules aircraft, two C-17 aircraft and specialists in aero-medical evacuation have been closely involved with civilian efforts to treat and transfer the burns victims to specialist facilities in Darwin, Broome, Perth and Brisbane.

The Royal Australian Navy personnel and the two Patrol Boats assigned to Border Protection Command involved in the rescue and treatment of the in the explosion have returned to Darwin. 

The cause of the explosion is the subject of police investigation which Defence is assisting, which includes providing operational imagery to the investigating authorities. 

Of the 49 people on-board the vessel that exploded, two people remain missing presumed dead and three died.

Defence continues to provide Navy ships and surveillance aircraft to Border Protection Command operations.
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