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“On 27 March I released Defence’s initial assessment of allegations that the Department had conducted an investigation into the Minister,” said Secretary of Defence Nick Warner.

“As I have said before, the initial assessment was that:

· no investigation of the Minister, his personal relationship with Ms Helen Liu or of Ms Liu herself has been conducted by any element of Defence;

· prior to the current media articles, no Defence investigative authority was aware of Ms Liu, and;

· neither the Defence Signals Directorate nor any other part of Defence has had any access, authorised or unauthorised, to personal information within the Minister’s office, including telephone contact numbers.

“Since that time Defence has conducted extensive inquiries to determine if there is any substance to these allegations.

“Around 200 staff have been interviewed, including senior officers in intelligence and security areas in Defence.  Additionally, over 850 staff in relevant areas of the Department have signed statutory declarations saying that they had no knowledge or involvement in such activities.

“The investigation is being conducted with total professionalism.  Technical oversight is being provided by the Australian Security Intelligence Organisation (ASIO).  External security intelligence and law enforcement agencies have been consulted, and the Commonwealth Ombudsman has been briefed.  A copy of the final report will be provided to the Ombudsman.

“The full extent of the investigation will be detailed when the final Defence report is released.

“It remains the case that Defence has found nothing to give credibility to these allegations” Secretary Warner said.  “If I receive any information supporting the allegations of criminal activities by Defence personnel, I will immediately refer this matter to the Australian Federal Police.

“The Defence inquiry is close to being finished.  I want this to be a very thorough and complete process, so I do not anticipate that a final report will be available before Easter.

“Defence will continue to support the independent review by the Inspector General of Intelligence and Security.  We are regularly briefing him on progress of the Defence inquiry,” Secretary Warner said.
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