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AIR FORCE: 88 YEARS OF SERVING AUSTRALIA

The Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) today marks 88 years of proud service to Australia. Throughout the decades, Air Force members have developed a reputation for courage and dedication to duty in conflict, peacekeeping and humanitarian tasks. 

Today more than 500 Air Force personnel are playing an important role on operations in Afghanistan, Iraq, Sudan, Darfur, East Timor and the Solomon Islands, as well as at home conducting border protection duties in Australia’s maritime domain.

RAAF is the second oldest Air Force in the world. The Australian Air Force was officially formed on 31 March 1921. Approval to use the ‘Royal’ prefix was granted later that year.

“Air Force’s birthday is a time to reflect on the sacrifices of our personnel throughout our history and to recognise the vital contributions Air Force continues to make to current ADF operations in Australia and around the world,” Chief of Air Force, Air Marshal Mark Binskin said. 

“Personnel at Air Force bases around Australia and, where possible, overseas will conduct small ceremonies today to recognise this anniversary.”    

“Currently the Air Force has about 13,900 permanent personnel, integrated with Reservists and Australian Public Service staff. Our highly skilled people and cutting edge technology provide the advantages. RAAF is the best small Air Force in the world and we plan to remain so in the future,” Air Marshal Binskin said.

Air Force combat capability will be boosted with the formidable F/A-18F Super Hornet coming into service from 2010. In the next 12 months, the Wedgetail Airborne Early Warning and Control aircraft and the KC-30 tanker transports will also begin phasing into service.

Air Force has a strong operational history, playing an important role in major conflicts including the Second World War, the Korean War, the Vietnam War and more recently in the Middle East.

Air Force has also provided support in times of need. Recently Air Force members contributed to relief efforts following the Victorian bush fires and North Queensland floods.

Additionally, personnel have provided crucial humanitarian and peacekeeping assistance in Somalia, Rwanda, Cambodia, Pakistan, Bougainville, Papua New Guinea and Indonesia.
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