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Friday, 27 March 2009
UPDATE ON CONDITION OF AUSTRALIAN SOLDIERS WOUNDED IN ENGAGEMENT WITH TALIBAN ON 24 MARCH
Australian soldiers conducting a dismounted patrol led by the Afghan National Army in Oruzgan Province were engaged in a contact with Taliban insurgents who used an Improvised Explosive Device, Rocket Propelled Grenades and small arms fire on Tuesday 24 March 2009.

Three Australian soldiers from the Australian Operational Mentoring and Liaison Team (OMLT) patrol and a coalition interpreter were wounded in the engagement.
Two of the wounded soldiers sustained serious, but not life threatening, wounds and continue to receive medical treatment in Tarin Kowt.  Both soldiers are in a satisfactory condition.

The third soldier received more serious wounds and has now been evacuated to a US Medical Facility in Germany where he will receive specialist medical care. 

The coalition interpreter wounded in the engagement is receiving further treatment at the Regional Military Hospital in Kandahar and is in a satisfactory condition.

Defence will not release further details or the names of the wounded soldiers at this time and requests that the media respect the privacy of the wounded soldiers and their families.
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