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Serious allegations were made in a number of newspaper reports today “that Departmental officials have conducted a covert investigation into their own minister.”

“I have no information that suggests there is any substance to the allegations in the media today about a covert investigation, but they are serious and they must be investigated thoroughly,” The Secretary of Defence, Nick Warner, said.

 “I have directed that the Defence Security Authority urgently investigate these matters,” Secretary Warner said.

“I expect to see the initial results of this investigation soon.  

“The investigation will be as thorough as is necessary to bring the matter to a close.”

“The Chief of Defence Force and I were not aware of these allegations – or any of the issues raised by the media reports – until they were reported in today’s newspapers.”

“The Chief of the Defence Force and I continue to enjoy a close working relationship with the Minister and we will work together to give a full accounting of these matters,” Secretary Warner said. 
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