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MANOORA GOES COMMANDO

The Royal Australian Navy’s (RAN) Amphibious Landing Platform, HMAS Manoora, will participate in Exercise Commando Rajah from today until 7 June, 2009.

Commando Rajah is a United Kingdom led training exercise focused on employing amphibious skills of UK military forces within the wider strategic aim of regional engagement and interoperability.

Commanding Officer of Manoora, Commander Stephen Dryden, RAN, is keenly anticipating the opportunity to exercise with the British military, saying, “It is rare for the RAN to work with the UK in the amphibious environment, so the ship’s company and I are looking forward to make the most of a unique experience.”

“The amphibious capability is a niche skill for the RAN, so the chance to further develop our skills in the littoral environment with other allied forces is always welcome,” he said.

Commando Rajah will concentrate on manoeuvres in the littoral theatre.  Specifically, Manoora and the participating forces will focus on amphibious and riverine operations, but will also practice anti-submarine and anti-surface warfare.

As well as Manoora, the RAN’s participation in Commando Rajah will include Australian Amphibious Task Group personnel embarked in HMS Bulwark and members from the Deployable Geospatial Team and Australian Clearance Diving Teams.

Manoora will continue her South East Asia deployment following Commando Rajah with visits to Singapore and Surabaya, before returning to Australia for Exercise Talisman Saber in July.
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