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DEFENCE WINDS UP BUSHFIRE RESPONSE HEADQUARTERS

The Joint Task Force (JTF) formed as part of the Commonwealth contribution to the Victorian bushfire relief effort will close today (Tuesday, 31 March 2009) after seven weeks of operations in support of the Victorian government.

The JTF was stood up in the immediate aftermath of the Black Saturday fires, when Emergency Management Australia requested Defence support.

At its height around 850 troops were assigned to the JTF, providing support to emergency workers and affected communities.

The Commander of the JTF, Brigadier Michael Arnold, says it has been a rewarding and moving experience for his team.

“The majority of the JTF were reserve personnel from Victoria, who felt a personal connection to the disaster,” Brigadier Arnold said.

“They dedicate a portion of their lives to serving the nation, and for many, there will be no more important task in their Defence careers than being part of the various uniformed organisations that came to the aid of the fire devastated communities.”

Defence support ranged from directly assisting fire containment measures with engineer teams and aerial fire spotting, to providing emergency living facilities for displaced communities. Soldiers also assisted police in the demanding task of searching through the burnt houses.

Over the past month, emergency services originally provided by Defence have been assumed by local and state government solutions as well as commercial contractors.
The ADF will maintain a small specialist forensic contribution to the Victorian Coroner in support the Bushfire relief effort until mid 2009. All other contributions have now ceased.
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