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Thursday, 22 January 2009
REQUEST TO PROTECT IDENTITY OF SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMMAND MEDAL FOR GALLANTRY RECIPIENT
The personal details of a Special Operations Command soldier who is to receive a Medal for Gallantry as part of the Australia Day Honours were mistakenly published. The soldier from the Special Air Services Regiment has requested that his name be withheld as he wishes to return to active service as a Special Forces soldier and the publishing of his name may affect his ability to do so.

Soldiers of the Special Operations Command are given protected identity status due to the nature of the work they undertake for the Australian Defence Force and the wider Australian public. While the name of Trooper Mark Donaldson VC was made public last week, this occurred because the Victoria Cross is the highest award in Australia and was released with Trooper Donaldson’s concurrence.

The Australian Defence Force strongly requests that all media outlets do not publish the name of the Special Operations Command Medal of Gallantry recipient, as doing so would compromise his personal safety, security and potentially his service with the SASR. 

Media outlets are asked to refer to the soldier as “an unnamed SAS Lance Corporal” or as “Lance Corporal S from the SAS” (it is Defence policy to refer to Special Forces soldiers awarded honours to be identified by their rank and first initial) in order to maintain their protected identity status.

We reinforce the request made by the Governor General Office to withhold this soldier’s name due to his protected identity status.  
Due to the Medal of Gallantry recipient’s protected identity status he will not be available to participate in media interviews.
Media contact: Defence Media Liaison: 02 6265 3343 or 0408 498 664
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