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PERSONAL DETAILS OF SOLDIER KILLED IN AFGHANISTAN

Corporal Mathew Hopkins was tragically killed in an engagement with insurgents while serving with the Mentoring and Reconstruction Task Force (MRTF) in Afghanistan.

A valued member of the Darwin-based 7th Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment Corporal Hopkins was conducting a patrol near Kakarak when he and his team were engaged by a group of around 20 Taliban.

He was evacuated by a Coalition helicopter to the nearby medical facility in Tarin Kowt as soon as the security situation allowed. Despite all efforts, he died shortly after arriving at the hospital.

Corporal Hopkins was 21 years old, and was married with a young son. His immediate family is currently receiving support from Defence representatives.

Chief of the Defence Force, Air Chief Marshal Angus Houston, extended his deepest condolences to the family and friends of Corporal Hopkins.

“Our hearts go out to Mathew’s family during this very sad time. We will do everything we can to support them as they deal with their terrible loss.

“Mathew was a fine, professional and courageous soldier. He died while serving his nation and his sacrifice should never be forgotten.  This loss is felt heavily by the wider Defence Community. He will be sadly missed and fondly remembered by his mates and colleagues.” he said.

Media note:

The family has requested their privacy be respected during this very difficult time. They will not be conducting any media interviews.

Further details of the ADF commitment to Afghanistan can be found at http://www.defence.gov.au/opslipper/default.htm
Photos of Corporal Mathew Hopkins will be available at: http://www.defence.gov.au/media/download
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