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DEFENCE CONDUCTING REVIEWS OF RECENT OPERATIONS IN AFGHANISTAN

The Chief of Joint Operations, Lieutenant General Mark Evans, has appointed an Inquiry Officer to review two recent operational incidents in Afghanistan.

The first inquiry will review Australian Defence Force operations during a compound clearance on the 2nd of April 2009 in which three men were killed. 

The Inquiry Officer will also review the circumstances surrounding the deaths of four men and the injuries to two others during an incident on the night of the 27th of April 2009.

The Inquiry Officer will review the facts and circumstances surrounding these incidents and will conduct the review with the support of an experienced military lawyer.  The inquiry team arrived in Afghanistan on 12 May 2009 to commence their review. These inquiries will be completed as a priority.

The context within which our troops operate is important to appreciate. Oruzgan province is a complex and high-threat environment. Notwithstanding this, Australia has made positive progress in disrupting insurgent operations in Oruzgan, including recent successes in targeting key insurgent leaders. 

Our Mentoring and Liaison Team is helping to build the capacity of the Afghan National Army and we are also enhancing infrastructure and security through the reconstruction activities of the Mentoring and Reconstruction Task Force.

The Taliban insurgency however continues to employ tactics that place innocent Afghans at high risk by choosing to launch attacks from heavily populated civilian areas. The Taliban intentionally place the lives of civilian non-combatants at risk and have a generally low regard for the sanctity of human life. 

Defence is concerned about any loss of life. It is for this reason that Australian forces operate under strict Rules of Engagement that aim to avoid and minimise civilian non-combatant casualties in all circumstances. 

Defence will publicly release the findings of the Inquiry Officer’s reports.
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