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AIR FORCE PERSONNEL DEPLOY TO THE UNITED STATES FOR EXERCISE RED FLAG 2009

Royal Australian Air Force aircraft and personnel are preparing to deploy to Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada, to participate in the US-led “Red Flag” exercise series. Red Flag provides the highest level of air combat training, in the most realistic war scenario available to be simulated. 

Number 6 Squadron from RAAF Amberley is leading the push, with six F-111 jet aircraft deploying to Nellis Air Force Base, to conduct high-level coalition training at the purpose designed Red Flag facilities. 

A pair of C-130H Hercules, from No 37 Squadron at RAAF Base Richmond, will transport equipment and personnel to the United States as well as participate in the exercise.

These Hercules will conduct combat airlift missions in to the exercise area, evading ‘enemy’ fighters and landing on semi-prepared airstrips in day and night situations. 

Commander Air Combat Group, Air Commodore Neil Hart, has highlighted the value of Air Force’s participation in the exercise.

“Exercise Red Flag provides a level of operational simulation not available in Australia or the region, and regular participation is a major contributor to Australia’s high standard of air combat capability,” Air Commodore Hart said.

“The opportunity to participate in Red Flag allows Air Force personnel to hone their skills to the highest level, together with our closest ally, and at one of the world’s best air combat training facilities.”

Exercise Red Flag will be conducted from 21 February 2009 until 14 March 2009 over the deserts of Nevada in the US.  The activity is a multi-national exercise including US, UK, Canada and Australia.
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