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	DEFENCE MEDIA RELEASE



MSPA 011/09
Thursday, 12 February 2009
PERSONAL STATEMENT RELEASED ON BEHALF OF 

THE FAMILY OF PAUL DE GELDER 
On behalf of the family we would like to report that our son and brother, Paul de Gelder was injured in a shark attack on Wednesday morning. As a result of the attack Paul has lost his right hand above the wrist and may lose his right leg however he is in high spirits.

The family are very appreciative of the excellent medical services provided by the Navy for Paul now and into the future and are thankful for the ongoing assistance the Navy is providing to the family. 

The family would like to thank Paul's surgeons and the staff at St Vincent's Hospital for the excellent care they have provided. 

The family would particularly like to thank those who provided Paul with initial assistance and worked so quickly to get him to hospital. 

Media Note: The Department of Defence is releasing this statement on behalf of the family of Able Seaman Clearance Diver Paul de Gelder who was injured in a shark attack on Wednesday 11 February 2009.

 

The family has requested their privacy be respected. They will not be conducting any media interviews.

Media contact: Defence Media Liaison: 02 6265 3343 or 0408 498 664

Issued by Ministerial Support and Public Affairs, Department of Defence, Canberra, ACT

Phone: 02 6265 3343, Fax: 02 62656946

Media Releases are available via e-mail if you register at www.defence.gov.au/media
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