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Friday, 28 November 2008

MEDIA CONFERENCE HELD BY Vice Chief of the Defence Force, Lieutenant General David Hurley, AUSTRALIAN SOLDIER KILLED in Afghanistan

E&OE 
DAVID HURLEY: 
Members of the Special Operations Task Group in Afghanistan were conducting an offensive operation against Taliban insurgents. An Australian Special Forces patrol was operating on foot when an IED exploded. It is with deep sorrow that I inform you that an Australian soldier was killed as a result of this explosion.
His family have been informed of his death and they are receiving support from the ADF at this very difficult time.
At this stage I am unable to share any personal details of the soldier who was killed. I'm sure all Australians will understand his family are coming to terms with their loss and they need their privacy.
Two other Australian soldiers were also slightly wounded. They were provided with medical assistance on the ground and have returned to operational duties. Their families have been informed of this incident.
At this time, Defence cannot provide any more details on this incident, as operations are still ongoing. I am very conscious of the need to protect our soldiers, whilst in operations. Releasing further information on this incident could jeopardise their safety and the safety of those still engaged in supporting them.
As we have done in the past, the ADF will conduct an inquiry into this soldier's death in due course and we will, as has been our custom, release the results of that inquiry publicly.
Today our nation mourns the loss of a fine soldier. On behalf of the men and women of the Australian Defence Force, I offer my deepest sympathy to his family and to his friends.
My highest priority right now is to ensure that the solder's family receives the care and support they need.
I will now take questions.
QUESTION:
 Sir, that's a very sad development. Is there anything at all that you can tell us about the dead soldier's service record?
DAVID HURLEY:
No, I don't want to disclose any of that at the present time. His family have only recently been informed and, as you can expect, this is a time of deep tragedy and sorry for them.
QUESTION: 
How old was he?
QUESTION:
General, can you tell us - yeah, his age and whether he was a member of the SAS or the Commandos?
DAVID HURLEY: 
He was a member of the Special Operations Task Group and Operations.
QUESTION: 
Sir, can you tell us how old he was? Was he married? Did he have children?
DAVID HURLEY:
No, I don't want to go into any of these details thank you.
QUESTION:
Not even his age?
DAVID HURLEY: 
No.
QUESTION: 
When might you be able to reveal some details?
DAVID HURLEY: 
As soon as we receive authority and permission from the family to do so.
QUESTION: 
You said that he died as a result of the IED. Did he die in the actual blast, or was it as a result of the wounds later?
DAVID HURLEY: 
He resolv... he died during the result - as a result of the blast.
QUESTION: 
Can you tell us whether it occurred in a built up area, like Tarin Kowt, or was it out in the open?
DAVID HURLEY: 
They're conducting operations in the Oruzgan area and I don't want to go into that detail at the present time, because that operation is still ongoing.
QUESTION: 
Sir, can I just clarify that they were offensive operations against the Taliban?
David Hurley: 
Yes, they were.
QUESTION: 
And are you - sorry, can you clarify whether or not it was in the actual blast, or any time later, that the soldier...
DAVID HURLEY: 
He was killed during the blast.
QUESTION: 
During.
QUESTION: 
Sorry, was this a suicide bombing, or?
DAVID HURLEY: 
No, I don't want to go into any of those details because, as I say, this operation is still ongoing.
QUESTION: 
Was the soldier on foot at the time?
DAVID HURLEY: 
Yes. It was a dismounted patrol.
QUESTION: 
Any word on when his remains might be repatriated?
DAVID HURLEY:
We'll commence the repatriation very soon. Those sorts of meetings will commence very quickly.
QUESTION: 
What sort of injuries did the other soldiers sustain?
DAVID HURLEY: 
Again, I don't want to go into that detail at the moment. But they were walking wounded and were able to be extracted on foot.
QUESTION: 
What time of day was it in Afghanistan? It was quite early morning Australian time. It was...
DAVID HURLEY: 
Middle of the night.
QUESTION: 
Were Australians able to respond at all, or was it just a roadside bombing and there was no militants around?
DAVID HURLEY: 
Again, I don't want to go into the detail of this operation. As we do the inquiry we'll release that sort of detail later on.
QUESTION: 
Are you able to tell us whether it was remotely detonated?
DAVID HURLEY: 
No, we can't make that comment at the moment. We don't know.
QUESTION: 
Had this area been previously checked for IEDs?
DAVID HURLEY: 
It's an area we've operated in before.  Yes.
QUESTION: 
Can you tell us whether they were far from base or not?
DAVID HURLEY: 
No, again, I don't want to go into that detail.  They are still on operations right there now.  And it's very important that we protect that information.  You'd appreciate that.
QUESTION: 
Do you expect their operations to be ongoing for 36, 48 hours?
DAVID HURLEY: 
This operation will continue.  The timeframe, I think again, you would have to understand is sensitive information.
Any last questions?
QUESTION: 
How many Taliban were they acting against in this offensive operation?
DAVID HURLEY: 
Again, this operation's ongoing.  The troops are out there right now.  I don't want to discuss those sorts of details.
QUESTION: 
Can you say where the soldier was from, what part of Australia?

DAVID HURLEY: 
No, I don't want to release that at the present time, until we have permission from the family.
Thanks very much.
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