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SERVICE IN SUDAN REMEMBERS AUSTRALIAN WAR EFFORTS  

Australian Defence personnel serving with the United Nations in Sudan are to conduct a commemorative service at the Khartoum War Cemetery as part of a Remembrance Day service honouring Australian lives lost during all conflicts.

This year, Remembrance Day marks the 90th anniversary of the Armistice, when the guns on the Western Front during the First World War fell silent at 11am.

The Commander of the Australian Contingent for the Australian Defence Force’s (ADF’s) contribution to the United Nations Mission in Sudan (UNMIS), Lieutenant Colonel Peter Fleming said the Khartoum War Cemetery contains the graves of eight members of the Royal Australian Air Force who died during the Second World War. 

“Remembrance Day is a time to recognise all Australians who have given their lives for their country in all theatres of war and armed conflict. In Sudan, the eight Air Force personnel interred in the Khartoum War Cemetery are believed to have died during accidents involving the transfer of Royal Air Force aircraft into the region.”

The Australian personnel interred at the Khartoum War Cemetery are:

25 Nov 41.  SGT John SKINNER, SGT Clive Colin DUNSTONE and SGT James Murray THOMSON serving with 72 Op Trg RAF.

29 Oct 42.  FLGOFF Raymond Edgar HOLGATE serving with 71 Op Trg RAF.

29 Dec 42. FLGOFF Francis Joseph MADDEN serving with 71 Op Trg RAF.

16 Jun 43.  WOFF Charles Matthew RAVEN serving with 1 Aircraft Despatch, RAF and WOFF Neil Francis GRAY, serving with 1 Aircraft Delivery [sic], RAF. 

12 Aug 44.  PLTOFF Eric Stanley TAYLOR serving with 216 Group RAF.

“Australia has a history of military operations in Sudan that dates back to 1885 when the New South Wales colony sent an infantry battalion of 522 men and 24 officers and an artillery battery of 212 men to the Sudan port of Suakin after a rebellious uprising besieged Egyptian-troops in Khartoum.” 
Three men were wounded in action at Tamai on 3 April 1885 and several died of typhoid fever in Suakin and during the voyage back to NSW.

There are 17 ADF personnel serving with Operation AZURE, the Australian operation in support of UNMIS and 6 personnel with Operation HEDGEROW, Australia’s mission in support of the United Nations African Union Mission in Darfur (UNAMID).
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