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	DEFENCE MEDIA RELEASE



MSPA 356/08
Friday, 7 November 2008
AIRBORNE OPPORTUNITY FOR CHARITY KIDS AT RAAF BASE AMBERLEY

What: Air Force Display and flight for children at RAAF Base Amberley.

When: 9.45am on Sunday, November 9.
Where: Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) Base Amberley, South Amberley Road. Media who wish to attend are requested to meet at the pass office.

Media Note: Media who wish to attend are requested to register their by 5pm on November 8. Media will have an opportunity to film the boarding of the aircraft but not fly.
Background:
More than 200 children and their carers from several charities will get the rare opportunity to experience the thrill of flying with the Air Force at RAAF Base Amberley on Sunday.

The massive C-17A Globemaster III will give children and carers from the Starlight Foundation, Canteen, Camp Quality and Ronald McDonald House the opportunity to fly on the RAAF’s biggest and newest aircraft.
Back on the ground at RAAF Base Amberley, kids will get up close with a No. 6 Squadron F-111 strike jet, Bushmaster vehicles from No. 2 Airfield Defence Squadron, see an Air Force Military Working Dog display, and watch a demonstration of the RAAF’s brand new Panther fire trucks. 

The event will be run in conjunction with not-for-profit organisation FunFlight, which seeks to enable seriously-ill children to experience the joy of flying. 
No. 36 Squadron, which operates four of the massive C-17As from RAAF Base Amberley, will make a donation to the Starlight Foundation on behalf of the unit’s Social Club.

Executive Officer for No. 36 Squadron, Squadron Leader David Jackson, said “it is a  rare occasion that we are able to take these kids flying, and we will hopefully provide them with a unique day to remember”.
“On behalf of No. 36 Squadron, we’re extremely pleased to host these children and provide a demonstration of our capability, albeit a fairly gentle and short ‘run around the flagpole’.”

“I also acknowledge the support of Boeing, which has generously donated to the costs of catering this event for these children.”

Media Contact: Flight Lieutenant Janice Cudmore:
0438 769 786

 Flying Officer Eamon Hamilton:
0413 328 271
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