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INDONESIAN PATROL BOAT EXERCISE COMMENCES 
The Royal Australian Navy (RAN) and Indonesian Navy (TNI-AL) have joined forces today for the week-long maritime exercise, Cassowary.

Involving Armidale Class Patrol Boat HMAS Armidale and the Indonesian Navy vessel KRI Kakap – 811, the exercise focuses on surveillance and maritime operations in the Timor Sea.   

Deputy Fleet Commander, Commodore Simon Cullen, AM, CSC, RAN, said exercise Cassowary will assist the RAN and TNI-AL to hone skills in the areas of seamanship, patrol techniques and capability building.
Interoperability between the Navies of Indonesia and Australia is an important goal of the bilateral defence relationship between the two countries.

“Engagement between our Navies is key to protecting our shared maritime security interests,” Commodore Cullen said.

During Cassowary the participating ships will undertake activities including tactical manoeuvres, boarding, patrol, and search and rescue exercises.

Media contact: 
Defence Media Liaison: 02 6265 3343 or 0408 498 664
Issued by Ministerial Support and Public Affairs, Department of Defence, Canberra, ACT

Phone: 02 6265 3343, Fax: 02 62656946

Media Releases are available via e-mail if you register at www.defence.gov.au/media

[image: image1.jpg]