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HMAS HARMAN MARCHES INTO QUEANBEYAN

HMAS Harman personnel have exercised their right of Freedom of Entry (FOE) into Queanbeyan with a display of tradition and ceremony, marching with swords drawn and colours flying. 
In a colourful addition to the Queanbeyan show, the FOE platoons marched into the Queanbeyan showgrounds where the NSW Police Local Area Commander Superintendent Gary Merryweather conducted the challenge. 
Upon proving their right for FOE, the platoons were inspected by the Mayor of Queanbeyan, Tim Overall, with Commodore David Letts, CSM, RAN, conducting the review. 
Commanding Officer of HMAS Harman, Commander Bruce Shearman, CSC, RAN, said FOE rights were last exercised in 2002. 
“Through today’s FOE march, HMAS Harman is seeking to reaffirm its long-standing association with Queanbeyan and celebrate its 65 year history of active participation and engagement with the local community.  
“Navy personnel in HMAS Harman are very aware of the historical significance and privilege of a town bestowing Freedom of Entry to a military force. 
FOE is the highest honour that a city can grant to the Royal Australian Navy (RAN),” he said.  
Over 180 RAN Officers and Sailors from the Harman Command and Canberra lodger units, the RAN Band, the Navy Contingent of Australia’s Federation Guard and Australian Navy Cadets from Training Ship Canberra made up the FOE platoons.   
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