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	DEFENCE MEDIA ALERT



MSPA 362/08
Friday, 14 November 2008
HARMAN EXERCISES HER RIGHT

WHAT:
Photograph and interview opportunity for the Freedom of Entry (FOE) 

of HMAS Harman in Queanbeyan.
WHEN:
12:15 Saturday, 15 November 2008.
WHERE:
The FOE march will commence in Cooma St, adjacent to Harris Park, 

Queanbeyan and enter the Queanbeyan Showgrounds, via Exhibitor’s 

Gate. The Ceremonial challenge and inspection will occur in the main 

area near the grandstand.  
WHO:

The NSW Police Local Area Commander Superintendent Gary 


Merryweather will conduct the challenge.



The Mayor of Queanbeyan, Tim Overall, and RAN Director General of 

Navy Personnel and Training, Commodore David Letts, CSM, RAN, 

will conduct the inspection and review respectively.  


Platoons will consist of personnel from the HMAS Harman Command 

and Canberra lodger units, the RAN Band, Navy Contingent 


Australia’s Federation Guard and TS CANBERRA Australian Navy 

Cadets.  


Commanding Officer of HMAS Harman, Commander Bruce 


Shearman, will be available for interview after the ceremony.  

Background:

HMAS HARMAN last exercised its FOE rights in 2002. 
The origin of the privilege of the FOE to a City dates back to the 11th century when towns or cities were protected from attack by a perimeter fence or wall. 
Unless the citizens were confident that bodies of armed men meant them no harm they were refused entry. When a relationship of trust was developed the military force would be granted the special privilege of FOE. The permission to enter the city became a mark of trust and confidence. 
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