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EXERCISE KAKADU COMES TO A CLOSE

Levels of interoperability are set to improve with seven nations having participated in Exercise Kakadu this week.

Commander Australian Fleet, Rear Admiral Nigel Coates AM, RAN, today hosted the closing ceremony for Exercise Kakadu VIII.  

Over the past week, senior military and civilian representatives from eleven nations within the Asia and Pacific region came together to discuss the challenges of operating in the maritime environment.  Key focus areas included the conduct of security, disaster relief, and humanitarian assistance operations, in an international and interagency force.

Guest speakers at the seminar come from the Australian Border Protection Command, Australian Customs Services and AUSTCARE and included the internationally renowned naval strategist, Dr Norman Freidman.  

Kakadu VIII has built on the ability of the involved Navies to work together, particularly in circumstances such as the Boxing Day Tsunami. 

“The format of this exercise allowed for excellent opportunities to learn from each other and furthered our understanding of issues of common concern,” said Rear Admiral Coates.

This year’s collaborative effort has been most successful.  The outcomes will be put to the test in next year’s activity where Kakadu will be a multilateral maritime exercise held at sea off the coast of Northern Australia.

The exercise was hosted at HMAS Watson, Watson’s Bay.

Media contact: Defence Media Liaison (02) 6265 3343 or 0408 498 664

For a free subscription to Defence Direct, the Minister for Defence’s monthly e-newsletter, please follow this link:
http://www.minister.defence.gov.au/defencedirect/spt/subscribe.html
Issued by Coordination and Public Affairs, Department of Defence, Canberra, ACT

Phone: 02 6265 3343, Fax: 02 62656946

Media Releases are available via e-mail if you register at www.defence.gov.au/media

[image: image1.jpg]