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RICE, MEDICINE DELIVERED TO PNG
More than 350 tonnes of food and supplies have been delivered to communities living in remote and isolated regions of Papua New Guinea’s Oro province that have been badly affected by flood damage.

The Papua New Guinea Government, with support from Australia’s international aid agency AusAID and Australian Defence Force, has conducted intensive airlift operations over the past week to deliver emergency aid and stores to people living in the area.

Latest estimates are that between 60,000 and 100,000 people have in some way been affected by the flooding which has left at least 153 people dead.

The Commander of the Australian Defence relief task force, Group Captain Tim Innes, said the relief operations had been a team effort between the Papua New Guinea Government, Australian Government agencies and non-government organisations.

“PNG police, soldiers and aid officials have joined with AusAID and ADF personnel in the delivery of humanitarian stores. They’ve banded together and helped local people with the distribution of vital aid and food,” said GPCAPT Innes.

Humanitarian supplies in the form of shelter; generators; water and sanitation assistance; medicine; and other essential health care items continue to be flown in by Black Hawk helicopter and Caribou aircraft to many isolated communities in the province.

The ADF has spent this week ferrying supplies from Girua and Popondetta out to coastal and river communities isolated by the flooding. 

A detailed medical assessment has concluded and the first medical supplies were delivered to clinics in Kokoda and Popondetta on Wednesday. Health and hygiene kits have been distributed to approximately 200 families in and around Popondetta.  More food and shelter supplies are due to arrive in the affected area in the coming days.
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