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	DEFENCE MEDIA ALERT



CPA 466/07
Friday, 30 November 2007
INTERNATIONAL SUBMARINE ESCAPE

AND RESCUE EXERCISE MEDIA SEA DAY

What:
Exercise Pacific Reach 2007 Media Sea Day to be held in Cockburn Sound to witness the practice recovery of simulated submarine survivors escaping from a bottomed Australian submarine, as part of the international triennial Asia-Pacific submarine rescue exercise designed to promote regional cooperation in submarine rescue.

When:
Tuesday 4 December 2007.

8:00am

Media meet at HMAS STIRLING Pass Office 

8:15am

Media Briefing
8:30am

Boat Transfer to Seahorse Standard 
9:30am

Escape Exercise briefing onboard Seahorse Standard 

10:00am
Observe Escape Exercise and Submarine Parachute Escape Exercise activities in Cockburn Sound
1:00pm

Boat transfer to HMAS STIRLING  
 

Interested media are to advise Regional Manager Public Affairs – Western Australia, Gary Booth, no later than 4:00pm on Monday 3 December 2007 on mobile 0418 223 807.  Photo identification will be required. It is recommended that practical clothing be worn, eg slacks/jeans, runners or lace-up shoes, due to activities.

Media helicopters will be permitted to land at Fleet Base West’s Helicopter Support Facility, subject to Gary Booth being advised no later than 4:00pm on Monday 3 December 2007. Media arriving by helicopter will need to be ready for transfer by 8am.

Who:
Submarine personnel will exercise an escape and rescue from a submarine which will be bottomed on the seabed within Cockburn Sound.  The Royal Navy Submarine Parachute Assistance Group will deploy from a helicopter to parachute into Cockburn Sound to assess the medical state and assist the ‘evacuated submariners’ out of the water into the zodiacs for transport to the Medical Underwater Medical Unit for assessment and treatment.   

The initial planning for this year’s Submarine Rescue Exercise commenced in Yokosuka, Japan, in October last year. It is a truly international Exercise with representatives from the following countries participating: Singapore, Korea, United States, Japan, China, Canada, Malaysia and the United Kingdom. Also attending this year are representatives from the International Submarine Escape and Rescue Liaison Office (ISMERLO), a NATO sponsored international submarine search and rescue website and Coordination Agency.

Media contacts:  

Mr Gary Booth, Public Affairs – WA (08) 9553 2535 or 0418 223 807 

Defence Media Liaison (02) 6265 3343 or 0408 498 664

For daily PACIFIC REACH vision and imagery go to http://www.defencenewsimagery.mod.uk  and enter the following details:
User: GuestUser
Password: FireFly
Please note that the above details are case sensitive. 
Once logged on, please select the PACIFIC REACH folder. 
Issued by Coordination and Public Affairs, Department of Defence, Canberra, ACT

Phone: 02 6265 3343, Fax: 02 6265 6946

Media Releases are available via e-mail if you register at www.defence.gov.au/media
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