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UPDATE - ATTACK ON BOMB-MAKING COMPOUND

The body of Private Luke Worsley, the Australian Commando killed in an attack against a Taliban extremist compound yesterday, will return home to Australia late next week.

His mates and fellow members of the Special Operations Task Group (SOTG) in Afghanistan will conduct a ceremony this weekend to commence his repatriation home to Australia.  Details of the repatriation will be provided as they are confirmed.

The family of PTE Worsley have released a statement this morning reflecting on the loss of Luke and have requested that the media respect their privacy at this time.  A copy of this statement is available at http://www.defence.gov.au
In the aftermath of the protracted engagement that claimed the life of Private Luke Worsley, it has also become clear that three civilians have lost their lives during the conduct of this operation.
Although the cause of these deaths has not been established, ADF Spokesman Andrew Nikolić said that the attack successfully targeted Taliban operations in Oruzgan Province.
"The attack by the SOTG was based on clear intelligence over a period of time, about the bomb-making activities being conducted at that location.
“This raid will have degraded the Taliban's capacity to produce bombs for use in Oruzgan Province, which constitute one of the biggest threats to our people and Afghan civilians.
“The three civilians that died at some stage during the attack were in close proximity to heavy, close-quarter fighting between members of the SOTG and the Taliban.  At this stage we do not know if they were in any way linked to the Taliban extremists at the compound, but any loss of innocent civilian life is regrettable.
"It is not possible to say whether their death resulted from ADF or Taliban fire, but it is clear that the Taliban's well-established tactic of using civilian shields to conduct their operations puts innocent lives at risk.  This is a deplorable feature of the Taliban's use of civilian areas," he said.
Brigadier Nikolić said that ADF forces involved in yesterday's operation remain in the field and it will take time to inquire into the causes of these deaths.

“This is a matter which will be inquired into once our people have returned safely from this operation.  We will work in conjunction with ISAF and Afghan authorities as required,” he said.
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