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PROMPT ACTION PREVENTS POTENTIAL BERYLLIUM EXPOSURE AT DEFENCE NATIONAL STORAGE AND DISTRIBUTION CENTRE, MOOREBANK
The prompt action of a contracted employee at the Defence National Storage and Distribution Centre, Moorebank, New South Wales, on 22 November 2007 averted a contamination incident involving the chemical beryllium.
Upon inspecting a package containing damaged equipment, the storeman identified that the physical condition of the equipment may also involve the exposure of the chemical beryllium.  The storeman took immediate action to close and seal the package, then place the package in quarantine.
No decontamination or medical treatment was required due to the storeman’s prompt action.
This incident follows a similar incident recently where 19 personnel were potentially exposed and involved the decontamination of the workplace and medical health checks of the personnel exposed.
Defence regards the safety of its members as one of its highest priorities.
A Defence investigation continues into both incidents.
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