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PERSONAL DETAILS OF SOLDIER KILLED IN AFGHANISTAN

Following agreement with the family, the Australian Defence Force today released the name of the Australian soldier who died as a result of a roadside bomb attack in Afghanistan yesterday.

Trooper David Pearce, 41 was posted to the Brisbane-based 2nd/14th Light Horse Regiment in October 2006.  He was serving with the Reconstruction Task Force when he died.

Chief of the Defence Force, Air Chief Marshal Angus Houston, and Chief of Army, Lieutenant General Peter Leahy, extended their deepest condolences to the family and friends of Trooper Pearce.

“Though no words can ease their loss and grief at this very sad time, I hope the knowledge that they are in the thoughts and prayers of so many Australians will be a source of comfort for them.

“Trooper Pearce was a highly professional, skilled and dedicated soldier.  His comrades remember him as a loyal and reliable friend, ever willing to put the needs of others before his own. 

“He died while serving his nation and his sacrifice will never be forgotten.  This loss is felt by all members of the Defence community,” Air Chief Marshal Houston said.

Trooper Pearce was born in Liverpool, New South Wales, and enlisted in the Australian Army Reserve in 2002.  Following a period of Reserve service he transferred to the Australian Regular Army in July 2006.

Trooper Pearce had previous operational experience having deployed to the Solomon Islands with the 9th Battalion of the Royal Queensland Regiment in 2005-2006.

Trooper Pearce is survived by his wife and two children who have requested that their privacy be respected at this difficult time.

A photograph of Trooper Pearce is available at:  http://www.defence.gov.au/media/download/ 

Media contact: Defence Media Liaison (02) 6265 3343 or (0408) 498 664
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