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	DEFENCE MEDIA RELEASE



CPA 312/06
Thursday, 23 November 2006
The Queen presents Australian Army officer with Distinguished Flying Cross

An Australian Army helicopter pilot will be presented with the United Kingdom’s Distinguished Flying Cross by The Queen.

The investiture will take place at Buckingham Palace today. 

Major Scott Watkins served on exchange with the British Army in the Joint Helicopter Force - Iraq in 2004-05.  He was awarded the medal for his actions while flying in support of the 1st Black Watch Battlegroup.

Major Watkins is the first Australian to receive the UK honour since the Vietnam War.  The award was announced on 10 September 2005.

Lieutenant-General Peter Leahy, Chief of the Australian Army, said Major Watkins was recognised for his service, professional ability and courage. 

“Major Watkins exhibited skill and calm decision-making during difficult and dangerous operations,” Lieutenant-General Leahy said.

“This honour also reflects the high regard Coalition militaries have for Australian soldiers.”

In one incident during his service in Iraq, Major Watkins took control of the British Lynx helicopter, in which he was the co-pilot, after its pilot was injured by small-arms fire while flying in support of Black Watch operations south of Baghdad.

Then-Capt Watkins, who was not injured in the attack, piloted the helicopter to a nearby coalition base, Camp Dogwood, and the pilot was evacuated to hospital.

Major Watkins now posted to the School of Armour in Puckapunyal, Victoria.

Audio grabs from Major Scott Watkins are available at www.defence.gov.au/media/download
Media note:

The investiture will take place at 2130 AEST.
Media contact:

Defence Media Liaison
(02) 6265 3343 or 0408 498 664
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