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CPA 309/06
Monday, 20 November 2006
ADF SUPPORT TO TONGA - UPDATE
Australian Defence Force personnel continue their mission as part of the New Zealand led combined military force to support the Tongan Security Forces in stabilising the situation.  
Current reports are that the situation in Nuku’alofa remains calm and the Fau’amotu International Airport has re-opened.  
Today, elements of the ADF contingent are conducting joint patrols with Tongan Defence Service personnel in Nuku’alofa.  Other Australian personnel are assisting with security at the airport.

HMAS Newcastle’s Seahawk helicopter will conduct a resupply flight into Fau’amotu International Airport later today.  A Royal Australian Air Force C-130-J Hercules aircraft departed Amberley this morning to deliver additional rations, water and general stores to our deployed personnel.  
Planning with the Tongan Security Forces is continuing to ensure that we are providing the support they need to return normalcy to Tonga.  
The ADF contingent has been warmly received by the local population and is enjoying working alongside their New Zealand Defence force colleagues once again.
Media contact:

Defence Media Liaison
(02) 6265 3343 or 0408 498 664

For a free subscription to Defence Direct, the Minister for Defence's monthly e-newsletter, please follow this link: 

http://www.minister.defence.gov.au/defencedirect/spt/subscribe.html
QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Is the ADF supporting the evacuation of Australian citizens and approved foreign nationals?

The ADF provided transport to 49 voluntary departures arranged by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) on 19 November.
Questions regarding voluntary departures should be directed to DFAT.
Will the ADF provide additional flights to bring people back to Australia?
Commercial flights are available for people wishing to depart. There are currently no plans to provide additional military aircraft to support DFAT.
Are we supporting or opposing the pro-democracy movement?

Australian forces have deployed at the request of the Tongan Government.  We are there to help the Tongan Security Forces re-establish stability.
Did Australia receive an official request from Tonga to help restore security?

Yes, an official request from the Tongan Government was received on 17 November. The Tongan Government requested Australia to provide police and military personnel to assist with law and order in their country.

What is defence contributing to the Government response to assist Tonga?
The ADF contribution is drawn primarily from the 1st Battalion, the Royal Australian Regiment and includes around 30 infantry soldiers and 20 logistic personnel.  

The length of their deployment will be determined as the situation becomes clearer in the coming days.
A RAAF C-130 Hercules aircraft transported 34 AFP officers from Canberra to Tonga on 18 November. 
What has New Zealand deployed?

New Zealand has deployed around 60 military personnel and a small amount of consular and police officials.  Questions on the New Zealand deployment should be directed to New Zealand authorities.
What does the ADF’s task involve?

Australia has deployed forces to assist the Government of Tonga in establishing an environment in which a peaceful resolution to the current unrest can be expedited. This assistance will be a restrained and measured approach that enables effective support to the Tongan Security Forces.

Currently our personnel are providing a small element to back up to the Tongan Defence Service if required and are assisting with security the Fau’amotu International Airport.  

Are the troops armed?
Yes. 

Defence will not discuss the specifics of its rules of engagement.
What assets does Australia currently have deployed in the South Pacific?

Royal Australian Navy ships HMAS Success, HMAS Newcastle and HMAS Kanimbla deployed to the South West Pacific earlier this month in light of the possible unrest in Fiji. 
HMAS Newcastle’s Seahawk helicopter will conduct a resupply flight into Fau’amotu International Airport later this afternoon.

A Royal Australian Air Force C-130 Hercules aircraft departed Amberley this morning to deliver additional rations, water and other stores to our deployed personnel.
The ships remain ready to assist if required.
Is Australia pre-positioning other aircraft or Navy vessels in anticipation of a deployment to Tonga?

The ADF is prepared to respond further in accordance with Australian Government direction.  

Is the ADF able to maintain preparedness levels to deal with possible unrest in both Fiji and Tonga?

Defence maintains a significant capability to deal with situations that arise in Australia’s region at all times. This deployment is further evidence of the high readiness and capacity of the ADF.
What presence did the ADF already have in Tonga?
The ADF has three advisers in Nuku’alofa attached to the Defence Cooperation Program.  

The advisers and their families are safe and well.
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