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Meritorious Unit Citation
Members of the Australian Medical Detachment deployed to Balad, Iraq from May to September 2005, were today presented the Meritorious Unit Citation by Chief of Air Force, Air Marshal Geoff Shepherd, AO, for Meritorious Service and outstanding professional competency in the provision of health care in support of the United States Air Force Theatre Hospital, Balad, Iraq.

During their deployment as part of Operation Catalyst in 2005, the detachment was involved in the treatment of over 5000 patients.

The detachment comprised 45 regular and specialist reserve medical personnel from the Army and the Air Force across Australia.
The Citation states:- 

“The Australian Medical Detachment has displayed outstanding professionalism, loyalty, initiative and selfless dedication to duty, whilst enduring frequent indirect threats.  The Australian Medical Detachment has made a significant contribution to coalition health services during times of mass casualties to tense and traumatic periods.  Outstanding devotion to duty, confidence and humanitarian spirit characterised by the attitude of the Australian Medical personnel has significantly enhanced the reputation of the Australian Defence Force and the Medical Fraternity.”

In presenting the award, the Chief of Air Force acknowledged the hard work of all the men and women who deployed in medical roles in support of Operation Catalyst.

“Our medical personnel are very highly regarded amongst our international colleagues who were most impressed by the professionalism and dedication they displayed in support of Operation Catalyst. Their invaluable work as part of coalition medical facilities in Balad, often in very challenging circumstances, is something for which we should all be very proud”, Congratulations and well-done to each and every one of you, “ Air Marshal Shepherd said.
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