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DEFENCE MEDIA ALERT


CPA 079/06
Saturday 22 April 2006

SOLDIER DIES IN IRAQ

An Australian soldier has died whilst serving with the Operation Catalyst Security Detachment (SECDET) in Baghdad.

The soldier received a single gunshot wound on the afternoon of Friday 21 April.  The soldier was taken to a United States military hospital where he later died.   

There were no other personnel injured during the incident. 

The incident was not related to combat action. 

Further details of the incident will not be released until a full investigation has been completed.

Defence officers have informed the soldier’s next of kin.

The soldiers name will not be released at this time.

The ADF requests that the media respect the family’s need for privacy during this difficult time as they mourn the loss of their loved one.

The entire Australian Defence Force (ADF) community is saddened by this loss and offers their sympathy to the soldier’s family.

Interview opportunity:

Who: The Chief of Army, Lieutenant General Peter Leahy, AO, will conduct a doorstop interview. 

When: 10.30 am

Where: On the steps of R1, Russell Offices, Canberra.

Media contact:

Defence Media Liaison
(02) 6265 3343 or 0408 498 664

Issued by Coordination and Public Affairs, Department of Defence, Canberra, ACT

Phone: 02 6265 3343, Fax: 02 6265 6946

Media Releases are available via e-mail if you register at the Media Centre at www.defence.gov.au/media
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