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CPA 314/06
Friday, 24 November 2006
AMENDMENT

AFGHANISTAN VETERANS WELCOMED HOME
East-Coast Australia-based soldiers who have recently returned from an operational tour of duty in Afghanistan, as part of the Special Forces Task Group (SFTG), will be officially welcomed home in a ceremony at Tobruk Lines, Holsworthy Barracks on Sunday 26 November.

The soldiers will be welcomed home by Governor-General His Excellency MAJ GEN Michael Jeffery, AC, CVO, MC, Prime Minister of Australia The Hon John Howard, MP, the Hon Dr. Brendan Nelson, MP and the Chief of the Defence Force ACM A. Houston AO, AFC as well as several other political and military officials.

The Eastern Australia-based soldiers, predominantly from the Fourth Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment (Commando), formed part of the 200-personnel strong SFTG operating in Southern Afghanistan. 

Australian Special Forces were involved in almost daily contacts and some of the most ferocious fighting since the Vietnam War during their 12 month deployment to Afghanistan. 

Media Note:

In accordance with Special Operations Command operational security measures, media access to Tobruk Lines, Holsworthy Barracks will be granted under pool arrangements for vision and stills and recording. Detailed arrangements and points of contact for media, including timings, will be advised on Saturday 25 November 2006.  
Media contact:

Defence Media Liaison
(02) 6265 3343 or 0408 498 664

For a free subscription to Defence Direct, the Minister for Defence's monthly e-newsletter, please follow this link: 

http://www.minister.defence.gov.au/defencedirect/spt/subscribe.html
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