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Navy LAUNCHes PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD OF
OPERATION Sumatra Assist

A new Royal Australian Navy photographic work, celebrating the contribution made by Australian service men and women in the devastated region of Sumatra following the 2004 Boxing Day tsunami and March 2005 earthquake, was officially launched today.

‘Aceh, The Australian Defence Force’s Tsunami Relief Mission: A Photographic Record by the Royal Australian Navy’ was the initiative of Royal Australian Navy photographer Leading Seaman Guillaume (Bill) Louys. It is a collaboration of the work of a number of Navy photographers who deployed on HMAS Kanimbla during Operations Sumatra Assist I and Sumatra Assist II.

Brigadier David Chalmers, Commander of the Operation Sumatra Assist Task Force, joined Navy, Army and Air Force personnel along with family and friends to officially launch the book at the RAN Heritage Centre at Garden Island, Fleet Base East, Sydney. 

“‘Aceh’ is a unique opportunity to recognise the humanitarian contribution made by our service men and women to the international disaster relief effort in the communities of Banda Aceh and Nias,” Brigadier Chalmers said.

Background
The Australian Defence Force joined an international effort to provide humanitarian assistance in Sumatra, Indonesia, in the wake of last year’s Boxing Day tsunami and the subsequent earthquake in March 2005. 

HMAS Kanimbla was deployed to the Banda Aceh and Nias Areas of Operation, on Operations Sumatra Assist I and Sumatra Assist II respectively, for a four-month period.

Royal Australian Navy photographers collect video and still imagery for a range of roles including aerial imagery, portraiture, historical records, public affairs, industrial photography, medical photography and evidentiary imagery.

Proceeds from the book will be donated to the Sir David Martin Foundation, a charity helping young people in crisis. 
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