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DEFENCE MEDIA ALERT


CPA 134/05
Friday, 29 April, 2005

HMAS KANIMBLA RETURNS HOME

AFTER OPERATION SUMATRA ASSIST

What:       
Royal Australian Navy’s amphibious landing ship, HMAS Kanimbla, returns to her homeport Sydney at Fleet Base East, after a four-month deployment to Operation Sumatra Assist. HMAS Kanimbla was part of the Australian Defence Force’s assistance to the Banda Aceh and Nias communities of Indonesia that were devastated by the 2004 Boxing Day tsunami and later earthquake on 28 March 2005.

Who:
HMAS Kanimbla will be welcomed by The Prime Minister, The Honourable John Howard MP, Chief of Navy, Vice Admiral Chris Ritchie, AO, RAN, Maritime Commander Australia, Rear Admiral Rowan Moffitt, AM, RAN, along with hundreds of families and friends.

Where:
Fleet Base East, Cowper Wharf Road, Woolloomooloo, Sydney.  

When:
10:00 am Saturday, 30 April 2005.

Time:
9:15 am.  Media to assemble at the ADI Gate (main gate) of Fleet Base East at the intersection of Wylde Street and Cowper Wharf Road, Woolloomooloo. Photographic identification will be required. 

Media Opportunities: Commanding Officer of HMAS Kanimbla, Commander George McGuire, RAN, will be available for interviews.

Media Contact: Lieutenant Commander Sara Nolan, RAN Tel: (02) 93594645 

Mob: 0411 252 984 or Miss Raveena Carroll Tel: (02) 9359 2787  Mob: 0405 310 176

Issued by Coordination and Public Affairs, Department of Defence, Canberra, ACT

Phone: 02 6265 3343, Fax: 02 6265 6946

Media Releases are available via e-mail if you register at the Media Centre at www.defence.gov.au/media
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