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DEFENCE MEDIA RELEASE
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Thursday, 10 November 2005

POST GRADUATE RESEARCH TO GIVE DEFENCE THE EDGE

Secretary of the Department of Defence Mr Ric Smith and Chief of the Defence Force, Air Chief Marshal Angus Houston, today announced the award of two post graduate research scholarships.

Mr Smith awarded the 2006 Secretary of Defence Scholarship to Mr Peter Barger who will undertake research focusing on speaker verification technologies that will identify individuals through the distinctive characteristics of their voice.  

“I congratulate Mr Barger on his successful research proposal and note that his studies will have wide application in interactive technologies and applications such as telephone or online authentication and in law enforcement,” Mr Smith said.

“Mr Barger’s research is particularly relevant in the current security environment and is likely to improve the utility of voice recognition systems.”

Mr Barger is an electrical and electronic engineer employed by Defence and is currently enrolled in a doctoral research program at the Queensland University of Technology.

The 2006 Chief of Defence Force Scholarship was awarded by Air Chief Marshal Houston to Wing Commander Darcy Brooker for his research into the impact of the human dimension in strategic decision making.

“Wing Commander Brooker is to be commended for his research proposal into strategic decision making in the Australian Defence Force,” Air Chief Marshal Houston said.

“His proposed framework will look at generic human strengths and limitations in decision making and how they fit in the technologically complex and multi-dimensional military environment, noting that command and control is about people and how they use information.”

Wing Commander Brooker is an Air Force engineer and a Visiting Fellow at the Australian Defence Force Academy where he teaches computer programming and management science.  He is currently researching decision making as part of his doctoral studies.

Each year the Secretary of Defence and the Chief of the Defence Force award full‑time study scholarships for Defence-related postgraduate research for a period of 12 months. The awards are designed to encourage and support the professional development of Defence personnel through sponsorship of innovative research that will complement other initiatives to promote Defence as a leading edge knowledge organisation.
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