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    Thursday, 24 November 2005

Navy LAUNCH PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD OF
OPERATION Sumatra Assist

What: 
The Royal Australian Navy will officially launch a new photographic book, ‘Aceh, The Australian Defence Force’s Tsunami Relief Mission: A Photographic Record by the Royal Australian Navy’. Compiled by Leading Seaman Guillaume (Bill) Louys, ‘Aceh’ records the important contribution Australian service men and women made to the devastated communities of Banda Aceh and Nias following the 2004 Boxing Day tsunami and March 2005 earthquake.

When:
9:30 am for a 10:00 am start, Friday 25 November 2005. 

Where:
RAN Heritage Centre, Garden Island, Sydney. 

Media to assemble at the ADI Gate (main gate) of Fleet Base East at the intersection of Wylde Street and Cowper Wharf Road, Woolloomooloo. Photographic identification will be required. 

Who:
Brigadier David Chalmers, Commander of the Operation Sumatra Assist Task Force, will launch the book.

Media Opportunities: 

Brigadier David Chalmers, Operation Sumatra Assist Task Force Commander; Commodore Peter Leschen, RAN, Deputy Maritime Commander; and Leading Seaman Guillaume (Bill) Louys, Royal Australian Navy Photographer, will be available for interviews.

Background

In response to the tsunami on 26 December 2004, the Australian Defence Force joined an international effort to provide humanitarian assistance to the devastated region of Sumatra, Indonesia. This commitment was extended following the earthquake on Nias Island in March 2005.

Proceeds from the book will go to the Sir David Martin Foundation, a charity helping young people in crisis.

Media Contact: 

Lieutenant Commander Sara Nolan, RAN: (02) 9359 4645 or 0411 252 984 

Defence Public Affairs: (02) 6265 3343 or 0408 498 664







Maritime Command Public Affairs Plan -HMAS Kanimbla Welcome Home from Operation Sumatra Assist 
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