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Friday, 11 November 2005

MINISTER FOR DEFENCE TO ATTEND HMAS CANBERRA DECOMMISSIONING CEREMONY 

What:
HMAS Canberra will be decommissioned from the Royal Australian Navy at Fleet Base West, South of Perth tomorrow. 

When:
10:00am Saturday 12 November 2005
Where:
HMAS STIRLING, Parkes Wharf 1

Who: 
The ceremony is being attended by the Minister for Defence, Senator The Hon Robert Hill. The Commanding Officer HMAS Canberra, CMDR Ray Leggatt, RAN will be available for interview after the ceremony. 

Background information:

HMAS Canberra is the first Adelaide Class Guided Missile Frigate (FFG) to be decommissioned. Launched on 1 December 1978 at Todd Pacific Shipyard Corporation in Seattle, USA, HMAS Canberra was commissioned on 21 March 1981. 

Mrs Jenny Moir will be the Decommissioning Lady. Mrs Moir is the daughter of the late Lady Marjorie Tange, who was HMAS Canberra’s Launching Lady and the wife of the then Secretary of the Australian Department of Defence, the late Sir Arthur Tange. 

Special guests also include the Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Robert Hill.

HMAS Canberra participated in a number of operations, including Operation DAMASK following the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait (November 1992 to March 1993), Operation BRANCARD to evacuate Australian Nationals from Jakarta (May 1998) and Operation SLIPPER (March to July 2002) as part of the International Coalition Against Terrorism.

HMAS Canberra is the second RAN ship to bear the name. HMAS Canberra I, a County Class Heavy Cruiser, served with distinction during WWII until she was hit on the starboard side by two torpedos during the Battle of Savo Island with the loss of 84 crew. HMAS Canberra I was abandoned and sunk soon after. In 1942 in honour of HMAS Canberra I, the United States commissioned the USS Canberra, the only US ship ever to be named for a capital city outside the United Stated of America. 

Media contacts:

Lieutenant Commander David Legge, RAN, Maritime Headquarters, Sydney – (02) 9359 4802 / 0411 058 200

Mr Vic Jeffery, Coordination and Public Affairs - WA – (08) 9553 2415 / 0429 653 175

Defence Media Liaison – (02) 6265 3343 / 0408 498 664
Issued by Coordination and Public Affairs, Department of Defence, Canberra, ACT

Phone: 02 6265 3343, Fax: 02 6265 6946

Media Releases are available via e-mail if you register at the Media Centre at www.defence.gov.au/media
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