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DEFENCE MEDIA RELEASE


CPA 045/05
Wednesday, 26 January 2005
AUSTRALIANS INVOLVED IN TWO INCIDENTS IN IRAQ 

Australian soldiers were involved in two separate incidents earlier today at approximately 10 am Baghdad time, involving Anti-Iraq Forces.


The first incident occurred when the ADF Security Detachment (SECDET) was engaged with small arms fire in the vicinity of the Australian Embassy. Fortunately there were no Australian casualties resulting from this incident.

In another incident an ADF SECDET Australian Light Armoured Vehicle (ASLAV) patrol was engaged by a suspected vehicle borne explosive device.  A number of soldiers were injured with two requiring surgery.   

The next of kin of the soldiers requiring surgery have been informed.  

The SECDET ASLAVs were on a routine task in Baghdad when the attack occurred.

This incident does not affect the ADF’s capability to provide security for the diplomatic staff and other members of the ADF contingent deployed in Iraq.


Violent incidents in Iraq have increased in the lead up to the election this Sunday as Anti-Iraq Forces seek to defeat the election process.  Despite these hostile actions, ADF personnel remain very determined and well prepared to assist the people of Iraq in their bid for a safe, stable and secure future.

Defence is currently investigating both incidents.

No further information is available at this time.

Defence will provide further details as information becomes available.
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