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DEFENCE MEDIA ALERT


MSPA 129/04
Friday, 2 July 2004

AIR FORCE Caribous return HOME FROM OP ANODE
WHAT:
Six Royal Australian Air Force aircrew members from 38 Squadron will bring two Caribou aircraft home to Townsville after spending three months in the Solomon Islands as part of Operation Anode.  The Caribou aircraft will land at approximately 3.00pm after conducting a formation flypast along the Strand.  

WHEN:
2.30pm – Saturday, 3 July

WHERE:
Front gate at RAAF Base Townsville

WHY:
Two Caribous and crew are returning from a three-month deployment from the Solomon Islands. The Australian Government has decided to withdraw further Australian Defence Force elements from the Solomon Islands following continued progress in the restoration of law and order.

The Royal Australian Air Force Caribou detachment deployed to Operation Anode consisted of approximately 30 personnel from 38SQN at RAAF Amberley and RAAF Townsville. In just under 12 months, the Caribous have flown over 1,300 hours, carried over 8,000 passengers and over 700,000 pounds of freight, which is a tribute to the hard work and support of 38SQN. The rest of the Caribou detachment based at Honiara, along with other Air Force support personnel are still to return home to Australia. 

Operation Anode is the Australian Defence Force contribution to the Australian-led Regional Assistance Mission to the Solomon Islands (RAMSI). In August 2003 there were over 1,700 military personnel serving in RAMSI. There are now about 350 ADF personnel serving in the country. The ADF gradual drawdown commenced in November last year.  The latest withdrawals will leave around 100 troops in Solomon Islands at the end of August.  

Media Note:

There will be a short delay upon landing to allow customs and quarantine to conduct routine inspections, following which some of the aircrew members will be available for interview.

Media Contact: 

Squadron Leader Tony Banner   0409 900 830
Imagery of the Caribou performing tasks in the Solomon Islands is available for download at: www.defence.gov.au/media/operationanode/download
Fact Sheet: Caribou Aircraft

TECHNICAL DATA :: (DHC4 CARIBOU)


DESCRIPTION
Light tactical transport with two-flight crew capable of carrying 32 troops.

POWER PLANT:
Two 1450hp Pratt & Whitney R-2000 Twin Wasp radials.

DIMENSIONS:
Wing span 29. 15m (95ft 7in); length 22.13m (72ft 7in); height 9.68m (31ft 9in). 

WEIGHTS:
Empty 8233kg (18,2601b); max 12,927kg (28,500lb).

PERFORMANCE:
Max speed 216mph (348km/h) at 6500ft; economical cruise 182mph (293km/h); range (max fuel and cargo) 1307 miles (2100km).
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