[image: image1.wmf]


DEFENCE MEDIA ALERT


MSPA 250/04
Tuesday 09 Nov 2004

Army Band Launches CD to Honour Service and Sacrifice

In this week of remembering the sacrifice and heroism of Australia’s fallen service personnel the Australian Army’s Sydney Band launched a compact disc (CD) at Town Hall, Sydney today (9th November) to honour those who have been a part of Australia’s military history.

The ‘Salute to the Aussie Digger’ CD is a musical and narrative tribute to all members of Australia’s military forces who have served from colonial times to the present day. 

More than two years in its conception and six months in the making, the CD was produced entirely by a team of Army musicians who researched, wrote, recorded, mixed and edited the soundtrack. The Band’s Musical Director, Major Geoff Grey, praised the hard work of his musicians and expressed his pride in the production.

“The initiative and teamwork of all those involved is amazing, there are 13 original compositions written and performed by the band members, and the music represents diverse styles and genres to capture the imagination of the listener”, Major Grey said.

The CD’s narrator, actor Jack Thompson, takes the audience on a stirring journey through time supported by sound effects from the Australian War Memorial, and musical accompaniment by the 34-piece Australian Army Band Sydney.

The result becomes an important and unique record of Australia’s military history. 

The CD launch coincides with the 90th anniversary of Australia’s first naval engagement which took place off the Cocos Islands between HMAS Sydney and the Imperial German Navy’s light cruiser ‘Emden’ ending in victory for the RAN.

It follows a day of activities by the Army’s Sydney Band including a march through the streets of Sydney to ‘exercise’ their right to the Freedom of Entry to the City, and a free public concert at Town Hall.

“The effort of all those involved in this powerful historical and musical performance is a personal tribute by contemporary service personnel to the ‘Diggers’ this Remembrance Day”, Major Grey said.

All proceeds from the sale of the CD will be given to Legacy to support the families of those who served.
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