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Saturday, 20 November 2004
ARMY PARTICIPATES IN CBR RESPONSE TRAINING IN SINGAPORE

Soldiers from the Incident Response Regiment (IRR) participated in chemical-biological-radiological (CBR) response training in Singapore as part of Exercise Black Orchid 2004. The exercise, conducted between 11-21 November 2004 involved the use of protective equipment in responding to a simulated contaminated environment. 

The IRR exercised with units from the Singaporea Armed Forces, to develop interoperability and enhance both nations response procedures to this type of threat. 

“This exercise is an important part of the IRR’s training cycle, and it enables us to maintain an effective force to respond to chemical, biological or radiological incidents against Australian interests here or abroad,” said the Commanding Officer of the IRR, Lieutenant Colonel Nick Rowntree. 

“The Singapore Armed Forces have a well-established capability in this area, and training opportunities like Exercise Black Orchid 2004 are the result of Government initiatives for closer defence ties with regional forces,” said Lieutenant Colonel Rowntree. “We also get an additional challenge by conducting this training in a tropical environment, which has it’s own unique demands on our soldiers.”

The exercise tested the IRR members in a variety of scenarios, based around fictitious terrorist activity in the exercise area. It addressed many capabilities in the unit’s skillsets, including decontamination, CBR medicine, Explosive Ordnance Disposal, communications and High Risk Search. Singaporean units also participated in similar training scenarios, and worked directly with their Australian counterparts.

“This training opportunity was a excellent opportunity to demonstrate our capability to our neighbours, and to learn from how they operate in their own environment,” said Lieutenant Colonel Rowntree. “In return, we look forward to hosting the Singapore Armed Forces next year in Australia, and showing them how we do business here.”

Newly appointed Deputy Special Operations Commander, Australia, Brigadier Tim Mcowan was escorted by the Singapore Armed Forces Chief Engineer Officer, Colonel Teo Jing Oiong to view the activities and discuss the exercise.

Exercise Black Orchid was the first of an annual activity between Australia and Singapore, with each nation hosting a deployment for the other in alternating years.

Media contact: Defence Media Liaison - (02) 6265 3343  or  0408 498664.
Issued by Coordination and Public Affairs, Department of Defence, Canberra, ACT

Phone: 02 6265 3343, Fax: 02 6265 6946

Media Releases are available via e-mail if you register at the Media Centre at www.defence.gov.au/media
Page 2 of 1

[image: image1.wmf]_1123676859.doc
[image: image1.png]Australian Government

Department of Defence







