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DEFENCE MEDIA RELEASE


CPA 255/04
Wednesday, 17 November 2004
ARMY CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS CELEBRATE HOMECOMING

Soldiers from the 21st Construction Squadron will celebrate their homecoming on Friday, 19 November 2004, with a ceremonial parade to be held at Gallipoli Barracks, Enoggera.   The Squadron recently returned from a five-month deployment to the Northern Peninsula Area (NPA) of Cape York, Far North Queensland, as part of the ATSIC Army Community Assistance Program (AACAP).   
The parade will be held on Duncan oval adjacent the Australian Army Band’s outdoor auditorium and will commence at 10:30am.   Major Steve Gliddon will command the 21st Construction Squadron during the parade and Lieutenant Colonel Neil Greet, Commanding Officer of the 6th Engineer Support Regiment, will host the ceremony.   

Major General Mark Kelly, AM, Commander of the 1st Division and the Deployable Joint Force Headquarters, will review the parade on behalf of the Chief of Army, Lieutenant General Peter Leahy, AO. 

Defence Minister Robert Hill said the squadron is to be congratulated on the work it has done in continuing Army’s strong association with northern Queensland communities, ATSIC, the Commonwealth Department of Health and Ageing and local health agencies. He said the groups have done a great job working together to improve indigenous health infrastructure.

“AACAP has been an ongoing success story since 1997 and has demonstrated the effectiveness of the agencies involved, namely ATSIC, Defence and the Commonwealth Departments of Health and Ageing and Family and Community Services, who have helped deliver improved living conditions for 20 remote indigenous communities,” Senator Hill said.

“The project delivered essential infrastructure, health services and training to the NPA.   The Army engaged with the communities to provide a helping hand and demonstrates that Army is expert in Nation building at home and abroad.” MAJ Gliddon said.

“The centrepieces of the Squadron’s work were five high-set houses, a regional waste management facility and a 21 lot residential subdivision.   In addition to this infrastructure, some of the project’s most notable achievements included 14 pre-vocational certificates in carpentry, 136 Queensland First Aid Certificates, 700 dental examinations, 614 follow up dental procedures, and 265 veterinary treatments and procedures.” MAJ Gliddon said. 

“Our welcome home parade symbolises the culmination of an extremely busy year, a highly successful deployment and the reunion of many families.   It also marks the start of a reduced tempo period where the soldiers will be able to enjoy a well deserved break.” MAJ Gliddon said.

Media please note: Major General Kelly, Lieutenant Colonel Greet and Major Gliddon are available for interview through Defence Media Liaison.   A series of fact sheets on AACAP is available at www.defence.gov.au.

Media contact: Defence Media Liaison - (02) 6265 3343  or  0408 498664.
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