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DEFENCE MEDIA RELEASE


CPA 247/04
Sunday, 7 November 2004

HMAS ANZAC RETURNS FROM EAST ASIAN DEPLOYMENT

The ship's company of the Royal Australian Navy (RAN) Anzac Frigate HMAS ANZAC returned to their homeport at Fleet Base West today after four-and-a-half months away. HMAS ANZAC departed Fleet Base West in June 2004 and deployed to Darwin for a month of intensive crew training, before sailing for the East Asian deployment.  

During this deployment, HMAS ANZAC participated in several naval exercises with Australia's regional neighbours and conducted goodwill visits to various countries. The largest of these exercises was Exercise BERSAMA LIMA that involved forces from the Five-Power Defence Arrangement (FPDA) involving Australia, Malaysia, Singapore, New Zealand and the UK.   

HMAS ANZAC also participated in Exercise SINGAROO, a naval exercise between the Singaporean Navy and the RAN; Exercise MASTEX04; a naval exercise between the Malaysian Navy and the RAN; and a Search and Rescue Exercise between the Peoples Republic of China Navy  (PLA-N) and the RAN, which was the first occasion the RAN has exercised with the  PLA-N.

On 27 August 2004, HMAS ANZAC rescued 15 Indonesian merchant sailors from the Java Sea, when the Indonesian trader SUCI HARAPAN sank. 

During HMAS ANZAC's overseas deployment, the warship made goodwill visits to several Asian countries including: Pusan, South Korea, Qingdao in China, and the Philippines to support the 60th anniversary of the Battle of Leyte Gulf and Port Klang in Malaysia. 

Her crew of 180 are now looking forwarded to taking some well-earned rest and recreation.

Background

HMAS ANZAC is one of Navy's eight ANZAC Class Frigates, based on the German Meko 2000 Frigate design and is the third RAN ship to be named HMAS ANZAC.

Media Note:
Interviews can be arranged with the Commanding Officer of HMAS ANZAC, Captain Richard Menhinick from Tuesday 9 Nov 04 by contacting the Fleet Public Affairs Officer Lieutenant Commander Sara Nolan on (02) 9359 4645 or 0411 252 984.
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