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DEFENCE MEDIA RELEASE


CPA 248/04
Monday, 8 November, 2004

INCREASED DEFENCE ACTIVITIES IN THE WESTERN AUSTRALIA EXERCISE AREA BETWEEN 8–19 NOVEMBER

Royal Australian Navy Principle Warfare Officers (PWO) will undergo the final phase of their training and assessment onboard RAN warships in the Western Australian Exercise Areas off the coast of Western Australia between 8–12 November 2004.

This activity will be supported by eight F/A-18 fighter jets from 75 Squadron based in Tindal, Northern Territory and two 92 Wing AP3-C Orion maritime patrol aircraft from South Australia.  Two Royal New Zealand Navy ships and a Royal New Zealand Airforce P3-K Orion maritime patrol aircraft will also participate in the exercise.

The PWO training will be followed by a separate exercise designed to test Navy’s and Air Force’s anti-submarine warfare capabilities between 15–19 November 2004.

During both exercises, there will be increased air activity in the Western Australian Exercise Areas, which extends about 80 nautical miles west of Rottnest and north and south between Lancelin and Geographe Bay. 
As a result of the increased air activity, occasional aircraft noise may be heard by some coastal residents as Defence aircraft exercise with Navy ships and submarines during the two-week period.

The participating ships will be supported by Fleet Base West throughout the exercise periods. Ships and submarines will be open to the public during the planned open day at HMAS STIRLING on the 28 November 2004.

Imagery will be available on completion of the exercise at: http://www.defence.gov.au/media/download/
Media Contact: Defence Media Liaison 02 6265 3343 or 0408 498 664. 
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