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ARMY DRUG INVESTIGATION RESULTS RELEASED 

A coordinated Military and Northern Territory Police raid at Robertson Barracks in October had uncovered some drug use BRIG Ash Power, Commander 1 Brigade said today as he announced the results of the raid. 

“The raid targeted approximately 97 soldiers for questioning and urinalysis.  Of these, 47 soldiers returned a positive result from urinalysis with indications of one or more of cannabis, benzodiazepines, amphetamines and opiates. During the operation, 11 soldiers admitted to drug use during interviews,” BRIG Power said.

“Whilst the number of soldiers who returned a positive result may seem high, it is important to remember that this was a targeted raid based on intelligence provided by soldiers and was not random. There are over 3,000 personnel within 1 Brigade.” 

“These individuals have put their health, their careers and the safety of their mates in danger by using illicit drugs and it cannot be allowed to continue.  The Army has a duty of care to look after its soldiers.”

“It is a positive sign that more and more soldiers are coming forward with information to help the Army combat drug use within its ranks. Through their actions soldiers are in effect saying we have had enough and we will not tolerate drug use.”

“The increase in information from soldiers and the recently introduced command directed random and targeted urinalysis drug testing program is further proof the Army is serious about enforcing its zero tolerance approach to drug use.” 

“However, I would also encourage any soldier who has a drug problem to come forward and seek assistance under the Army’s self-referral for drug counselling program,” BRIG Power said.

Under the provisions of self-referral, medical counselling will be provided and protection from disciplinary action may be granted depending on individual circumstances.

“Any involvement of an Army member with illicit drugs results in an automatic review of that soldier’s continued service, regardless of whether Defence Force Discipline Act (DFDA) or civil police action is taken,” BRIG Power said.

Military Police and Northern Territory Police conducted the raid which involved questioning of identified soldiers, searching of residences (on and off base) and urinalysis.

“The operation has been conducted in a very professional and efficient manner.  Military police will continue to work closely with the Northern Territory police to investigate drug use within Army.”  BRIG Power said.

Investigators will now prepare Briefs of Evidence that recommend either disciplinary and/or administrative action against soldiers who have either admitted drug use or who returned a positive result from urinalysis. 

After legal review, it is expected that disciplinary action under the DFDA will be initiated against these soldiers. Action against soldiers subject to Northern Territory Police jurisdiction will be delayed until completion of the civil investigation.

Soldiers who have been found to have any involvement in the use of illegal drugs will have their service reviewed and they may be dismissed from the Australian Army.

For further information: 


Andy Anderson  (Defence Media Liaison)   0419 621 753

CAPT Mark Doggett (1 Brigade)                  0411 446 445         
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