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DEFENCE MEDIA RELEASE


PACC 320/03
Wednesday, 5 November 2003

ARMY TO INVESTIGATE NEW ALLEGATIONS AGAINST TROOPS IN EAST TIMOR

LTGEN Peter Leahy, the Chief of Army today announced he has ordered an investigation to be initiated into allegations relating to mistreatment of detainees by Australian INTERFET soldiers in East Timor in 1999.

“Army has repeatedly requested information from the SBS TV Dateline program regarding these serious allegations.”  LTGEN Leahy said.

“The minimal information very recently provided by Dateline to the Army, although not extensive, will be investigated.  

“These as yet unsubstantiated allegations come four years after the incidents are alleged to have occurred and have not been reported to the UN Serious Crimes Unit, Army or any relevant authority,”

“It is disappointing that these allegations have not previously been raised with the appropriate authorities which would have allowed them to be properly investigated. 

“However, the Army takes any allegations of unacceptable behaviour seriously and I have asked that a trained investigator be appointed to undertake the investigation.” LTGEN Leahy said.

“At this stage Army has examined the limited information provided by Dateline and determined that three of six men identified were held by Australian Interfet troops in September 1999.  However, the records show that they were released in late September 1999.  We have no records of the other three men.  The minimal information provided so far includes only two names of people who are alleged to have been involved in the alleged mistreatment,” 

“The alleged mistreatment of detainees is alleged to have occurred in September 1999.  These are new allegations and have not been previously investigated.  The allegations that have previously been investigated relate to incidents that occurred on or after the 6th October 1999,”

“These are allegations only and should in no way undermine the outstanding performance of Australian troops who, since 1999, have helped and continue to help East Timor rebuild and establish itself as a new nation, “ 

“I will ensure that the Australian public is regularly updated on the progress of the investigation, however I will not release any information that may compromise the investigation,”

“I would encourage anyone who has information relating to these allegations to come forward. It is in the best interests of the people making the allegations, the Army and the Australian public that all information relevant to this investigation be provided to Army.”  LTGEN Leahy said.

For further information: Andy Anderson 6265 2913 or 0419 621 753
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