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SMILE AT A CROCODILE! ADF HOSTS OPEN DAY IN ROCKHAMPTON

Rockhampton locals will be able to take an ‘up close and personal’ look at modern military hardware this Saturday, 6 September, with Exercise CROC 03.

The CROCODILE 03 Open Day is a rare opportunity to look behind the scenes of the largest military exercise the region has seen for many years.

About 10,000 men and women from across Australia and the United States are now in position for the month long operation which involves elements from the Army, Navy and Air Force.  

The Open Day is also a chance to thank the community for its support.

“We want this to be a family day,” the event’s coordinator, Wing Commander Eric Bills said. “Rocky has gone out of its way to make Croc 03 a success.”

On display will be:

· Tanks (Leopard 1 and M1A1 Abrams);

· Personnel carriers (Australian Light Armoured Vehicle, M113 armoured personnel carrier and US Humvee);

· Utility and attack helicopters (Black Hawk, Iroquois, Kiowa, Sea Knight and Cobra);

· Artillery weapons including Howitzer and Hamel field guns and Rapier and RBS70  missiles;

· A performance by Military Police dogs; and

· The Australian Army mascot camels, Vern and Penny.

A RAAF C130 Hercules transport aircraft is expected to make a low pass at the airport while the display is in progress.

Entry to the open day, to be held between 10am and 5pm at CSI Rockhampton, will be signposted with entry via Canoona Street.

WGCDR Bills said that, as the open day is being conducted during Legacy Week, it has been decided to ask members of the public attending for a gold coin contribution in aid of Legacy. [Legacy cares for the widows and dependants of Servicemen. The organisation assists 134,000 widows and 1900 children and disabled dependants Australia-wide.]

WGCDR Bills said also that people who attend the open day without backpacks or large drink containers would enjoy quicker access to the display area.

“We recommend people leave haversacks and eskys at home,” he said.

For further information contact the Croc 03 media hotline: 07 4937 5555
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