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DEFENCE MEDIA RELEASE


PACC 339/03
 Friday, 21 November 2003

WA EMPLOYERS TRAVEL TO MALAYSIA TO SEE RESERVISTS IN FIELD

A group of 21 employers from across Western Australia will travel to Penang, Malaysia on Monday as part of a Defence program designed to encourage employer support for the Reserves.

The employers, including Department of Consumer and Employment Protection Executive Director Jeff Radisich, Chamber of Commerce and Industry WA President Andrew Thompson and Australian Hotels Association President Michael Monaghan, will leave Australia on 24 November and visit Rifle Company Butterworth, a force of about 120 Australian Army Reservists from Western Australia’s 13th Brigade.

Many of the employers will have the opportunity to see their employees working in the field. WA Police Service Superintendent Mick Emmanuel and Commander Murray Lampard, for example, will meet with 11 of their policemen, who are all Army Reservists.

The Defence Reserves Support Council, the organisation designed to liaise between the Australian Defence Force and the civilian employers of Reservists, has ensured the three-day “Boss Lift” program will highlight the importance of the Reserves in defending Australia’s interests.

DRSC Executive Officer Marc McGowan said he hoped employers involved in Boss Lift would gain an insight into the benefits that Reserve service brings back to the civilian workplace.

“Reserves make up a significant proportion of the ADF – in fact, almost 40,000 Australians serve in the Defence Force Reserves,” said Mr McGowan.

“As the ADF’s commitments grow, both here and abroad, there is a greater reliance on the Reserves.

“Our aim is to highlight the skills Reservists gain from being in the ADF and how those skills can benefit civilian employers.”

The 13th Brigade Reserve soldiers, who are in Malaysia for three months, are participating in bilateral exercises while overseas. During their stay they will have the opportunity to work with Malaysian soldiers and learn skills in weaponry, communications and navigation. They will also learn about local customs and the local language.

MEDIA NOTE: For further information contact Defence Reserves Support Council Public Affairs Manager, Deanna Nott on 0438 013 548. Vision and stills of Boss Lift will be available on 27 November. 
Issued by Deanna Nott

Public Affairs Manager

Defence Reserves Support Council

Phone: 08 9311 2490 Fax: 08 9311 2344

Mobile: 0438 013 548
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