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DEFENCE MEDIA RELEASE


PACC 336/03
Wednesday, 19 November, 2003

Changeover of ADF command in the Solomon Islands

Lieutenant Colonel Quentin Flowers has assumed command of the military contingent in support of the Regional Assistance Mission to the Solomon Islands.  He replaces Lieutenant Colonel John Frewen who arrived with the original RAMSI force in late July 2003. 


Lieutenant Colonel Flowers assumes command of the military contingent at a significant stage of the operation in the Solomon Islands as military forces draw down and remaining forces continue the task of providing a significant security response and logistics force in support of RAMSI operations.

The former Commanding Officer of the 3rd Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment, Lieutenant Colonel Flowers expressed delight in taking over command of the military contingent.

“I am very excited at the opportunity to assist the people of Solomon Islands with the work of building a better future,” LTCOL Flowers said.

As part of the regional assistance mission, the military contingent has made a significant contribution to the restoration of law and order in the Solomon Islands.  The military force has provided security and logistic support to police operations across the country, and has provided critical support in the establishment of essential policing infrastructure such as police posts in key regional areas.

Colonel Bill Sowry also takes over from Colonel Paul Symon as Military Adviser to the Special Coordinator, Nick Warner, in his role as the leader of the regional assistance mission and adviser to the Solomon Islands Government.
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